PROMOTION  AND  ADVANCEMENT

The Harvard was sent on the same evening to Nicholas Mole with th*
following telegram to the secretary:

"Made reconnaissance this afternoon, May 31st, with the Jfawacfcif.
setts, Iowa, New Orleans, to develop fortifications with their character
The range was 7,000 yards. Reconnaissance was intended (to) principally
injure (or) to destroy Colon. Fire was returned without delay by heavy
batteries to the east and to the west (of) entrance, large caliber and long
range. Reconnaissance developed satisfactorily the presence of Spanish
squadron lying beyond island near inner forts, as they fired over the Mil
at random. Quite satisfied that Spanish fleet is there. I shall send pilot
to-morrow morning in Vixen to ascertain fully, and I shall report. In
great need of smaller vessels for picket duty. I would suggest that it is
most important to send with collier a large number of coaling bags hold-
ing about 600 pounds, as all coaling must be done in such a manner. Can
you send Solace here in order to give relief to exhausted and injured in any
operation? Owing to extreme heat the suffering for all hands is great,
particularly (in the) engineers' department. We are coaling squadron in
the face of the enemy every good day. United States ships were not
struck this afternoon."

During the early morning of June 1st, the Colon changed her position
into the harbor behind the land, preventing any further operations against
her, had they been deemed wise.

On May 31st I wrote the following note:

PLYING SQUADRON., UNITED STATES FLAGSHIP Brooklyn,

OFF SANTIAGO DE CUBA, May 31, 1898.

SIR : I send to communicate with you Pilot Nunez, to arrange a sys-
tem of signals to indicate your desire to communicate with me. I would
suggest three lights at night, equidistant and horizontal; and during day
three white flags, moved to right three times simultaneously. Please
inform Nunez of your acquiescence, and oblige,

Yours truly,

W. S. SCHLET,

Commodore, U. S. 'Navy, Oommander-in-CUef Flying Sqwdron.
To General MINUET or General CEBEEECO.

A note was sent'the morning following by the Vixen with Pilot Eduardo
Nunez to General Cebereco to arrange a general system of signals for com-
munication by day or night. Pilot Nunez was landed by Vixen some fifteen
miles west of the port to communicate with Cuban general some thirty
miles in the interior. The Vixen returned to the squadron after landing
Nunez and went back for him the next afternoon. The insurgents con-
firmed the fact that the Spanish fleet was in Santiago, as my telegrams of
29th and 31st had reported.Louis and Yankee are
